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man, a Serjeant-Major in one of the Missouri regiments,
did ' grab a root' to swing himself round a sharp and
protecting ledge of rocks in the way of his ascent. The
root, however, proved rotten, or was not deeply imbedded
in the ground, and broke just at the critical moment. The
sergeant executed an involuntary somersault or two, and
alighted on his feet unhurt. Hi.s regiment witnessed the
acrobatic feat extraordinary, and set up such a shout of
applause and laughter as, I have no doubt, made the but-
ternuts quake in their boots. .

" The Twenty-ninth and Thirty-second Missouri Regi-
ments have the honor of being first to plant foot on the
summit. They were closely followed, however, by the
whole of General Osterhaus's Command, and General
Geary's Division shares with this the honors of an achieve-,
merit which was beyond the hopes of one party or the
fears of the other. So far as I could learn, there was not
a single regiment or even a single individual that shrank
for a moment from the appalling looking service. An
incident will serve to illustrate the common feeling.
When the order to charge up the mountain in the face of
the Rebel works was received, Colonel Peckham of the
Twenty-ninth Missouri, an officer who was himself
wounded and who lost over sixty per cent, of his regiment
in the memorable charge upon the enemy's works in the
Chickasaw Bayou fight, in December last, and who was
again wounded on the igth of May following, in the abor-
tive charge made by his division (Blair's) upon the enemy's
works in the rear of Vicksburg, was fully impressed with
the idea that he was now in the way of another such
slaughter. He turned to one of his men in whose fate he
felt a deep personal interest, and pulling from his pocket
nrftsftnted him bv another regiment in which heto be mentioned. Onetheir neighborhood.called', as loud as he could, 'Calibre 54,' Sherman
